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                                                                                        PRESS RELEASE 
                                                         FOR IMMEDIATE DISTRIBUTION 

 
 

VPorts Inks Strategic Agreements to Boost Development  
Of Dubai’s Advanced Air Mobility Centre With 

Electra.aero, Falcon Aviation and SkyDrive 
 

Agreements will bolster operations and market positioning 
of the world’s first AAM Integrator Centre in Dubai 

 
 
Dubai, UAE, March 15, 2023 – VPorts, the global leader in the design, construction, and operation of 
Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) infrastructure, has announced an initial set of agreements with key 
AAM players as part of its development plan to build and operate the AAM World Integrator World 
Centre in Dubai. Electra.aero, Falcon Aviation and SkyDrive have joined the centre to be part of 

VPorts’ strategy to develop the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) market and deploy its expertise and 
innovation in the region.   
 
“With these milestone agreements, Dubai has demonstrated its leadership in the advanced air 
mobility sector,” said Dr. Fethi Chebil, CEO and Founder of VPorts. “We welcome other partners to 
join us in shaping the future of the AAM sector by leveraging the world’s first integrator centre, 
including its facilities and dedicated airspace. Our presence in Dubai is in line with our strategy and 
ambition to build and operate 1,500 vertiports around the world by 2045.” 
  
Late last year, VPorts signed a 25-year exclusive lease agreement with the Mohammed Bin Rashid 
Aerospace Hub (MBRAH), renewable for a further 25 years, to establish the state-of-the-art 
integrator centre on a 37,000-square-metre site within Dubai South. 
 
The four new partners will collaborate on technical and business aspects with the aim of using the 
Dubai integrator centre to showcase their operational expertise, provide MRO related services, if 
required, test flights in the dedicated airspace, and use the vertiport for commercial purposes.  
 
Designed to establish Dubai and the UAE as a world-class global AAM hub, the future integrator 
centre will include dedicated flight-testing airspace and innovative new technologies that will support 
the global growth of the international AAM industry and accelerate the certification of electric 
vertical take-off and landing (eVTOLs) aircraft. “The partners are pleased to be supporting MBRAH’s 
goal of attracting the world’s top aviation companies to establish a presence in the emirate and 
operate as part of our overall ecosystem,” said Dr. Chebil. 
 
  

https://vports.com/
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With the support of MBRAH and the General Civil Aviation Authority (GCAA), VPorts will establish its 
Vertiport Operation Control Centre (VOCC) hub as part of the integrator centre in Dubai. The VOCC 
will have the capacity to manage air traffic integration and set up communication protocols between 
eVTOLs, vertiports and Air Navigation Service Providers (ANSP). It will also use artificial intelligence 
to evaluate data related to resource management, ensuring efficient and timely decision-making 
processes for all eVTOLs landing, taking off or flying to any vertiport in an eventual global network of 
locations. 
 
 
Collaborative and Structural Approach 
The integrator centre will foster collaboration among the AAM industry ecosystem and help drive the 
technological and societal adoption of AAM. The co-location of the entire ecosystem in the centre 
will facilitate the airworthiness certification of eVTOLs in the UAE and elsewhere in the world. It will 
also provide an appropriate framework for airspace management and integration testing required 
for the efficient and safe deployment of AAM while providing a real-world framework for the 
adoption and deployment of new technologies. 
 
The parties are building on GCAA’s strategic plan to develop a sustainable and innovative cluster for 
the advanced air mobility ecosystem to grow this new mode of air transport globally from a hub in 
Dubai.  
 
 
 
Partners’ quotes 
“Infrastructure is the critical piece in opening up new routes for advanced air mobility and offering 
significant time savings to travelers on urban and regional routes. We look forward to working with 
VPorts to demonstrate and test the safe and reliable operations of Electra’s eSTOL aircraft, in concert 
with eVTOL and existing aviation traffic,” said Diana Siegel, CFO of Electra.aero.   
 
“We are pleased to be part of the UAE government’s AAM strategy. The Falcon team is actively 
engaged in the emerging urban air mobility sector and committed to delivering an effective and 
sustainable new urban transportation mode,” said Captain Ramandeep Oberoi, Chief Operating 
Officer of Falcon Aviation. “This partnership today aligns with our commitment to launch the first 
eVTOL tourist flights in 2026 from Atlantis, The Palm, Dubai. With our partners and Falcon’s expertise 
in helicopter operations & MRO, we aim to lead the way by collaborating with the local stakeholders 
and authorities to develop and deliver effective and sustainable new urban transportation modes 
and provide the community with safe, faster, and affordable solutions.”  
 
“We are pleased to be taking a part in the UAE government’s strategy for AAM, particularly in Dubai 
as it is one of the fastest growing and leading AAM markets in the world,” said Tomohiro Fukuzawa, 
CEO of SkyDrive, Inc. “As the leading eVTOL OEM in Japan, SkyDrive is aiming to deliver full electric 
and compact eVTOL vehicles for air taxi services and we are committed to provide zero-emission 
transportation for not only the wealthier population but focusing more on the general public. By 
collaborating with VPorts, we would be able to secure an air traffic corridor for our vehicle testing 
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and experimenting with our eVTOL capabilities which would be essential to ensure its safety before 
deployment in the urban areas. SkyDrive recognizes that the UAE is one of the most important 
markets. It is highly encouraging to be part of this strategic project which will promote AAM in the 
UAE, the entire GCC region, and help to lead the global market by working together within Dubai 
South and the GCAA.” 
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About VPorts 
VPorts leads the way in shaping how people will interact and connect in the future. Our vision is to 
enable travellers to reach their destinations quickly and safely through sustainable advanced air 
mobility infrastructure. 
 
VPorts aims to build and operate 1,500 vertiports around the world by 2045, which will be integrated 
into local and global air mobility ecosystems through a proactive, responsible approach. By 
centralizing our operations and leveraging the most advanced technology, we aim to deliver a 
seamless travel experience. 
 
For information: Please contact Nancy German at nancygerman@primacom.ca 
 
 
About Electra.aero 
Electra.aero, Inc. is developing a clean hybrid-electric short takeoff and landing (eSTOL) aircraft that 
flies people and cargo quieter, further, and more affordably. Electra’s eSTOL uses proprietary blown 
lift technology, giving the aircraft its unique ability to operate out of soccer field-sized spaces at a 
fraction of the power required for vertical lift designs. The fixed-wing nature of the aircraft 
significantly reduces certification risk, technical complexity and per-passenger aircraft weight, 
providing affordable travel also on regional routes. Electra’s eSTOL is designed to transport 9 
passengers up to 400 nm in all weather conditions including hot climates.  
 
Electra has partnered with Bristow, the world’s leading global provider of vertical flight solutions on 
the development and future operations of Electra’s eSTOL aircraft. Bristow’s experience in operating 
helicopters in the most challenging of conditions ensures safe operations for Electra’s eSTOL aircraft. 
Under the agreement, Bristow plans to procure and operate an initial 50 Electra eSTOL aircraft in 
current and new markets, including the Middle East. 
 
  

https://vports.com/
http://www.electra.aero/
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About Falcon Aviation  
Falcon Aviation (“Falcon”), a leading Business Aviation Services operator in the Middle East and Africa 
region, was established in 2006 under the initiative of His Highness Dr. Sheikh Sultan Bin Khalifa Bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan and is located at Abu Dhabi's Al Bateen Executive Airport and Dubai's Al Maktoum 
International Airport. Falcon Aviation provides a wide range of Operational and Aviation Support 
Services, which include Oil and Gas Aviation Support, Aircraft Charter Services and Helicopter 
Sightseeing Tours, Aircraft Management Services, Fixed Base Operator (FBO), Maintenance Repair 
and Overhauling (MRO), Continuing Airworthiness Management (CAMO), Heliport Management and 
Inspection, among others. 
  
Falcon has firmly established itself as a leading operator in the aviation industry in the UAE and the 
MENA region for its commitment to quality, safety, and excellence. 
 
In June 2022, Falcon announced a partnership with Eve to introduce eVTOL flights in Dubai. A Letter 
of Intent was signed for up to 35 eVTOL aircraft, with deliveries expected to start in 2026. The 
partnership will introduce the first eVTOL tourist flights from Atlantis, The Palm, Dubai. Falcon has 
been working continuously with the local stakeholders and authorities to support the development 
of the urban air mobility (“UAM”) ecosystem for the United Arab Emirates. 
 
For more information, please visit: www.falconaviation.ae 
 
 
About SkyDrive  
SkyDrive was established in July 2018 and has since advanced the development of eVTOL, also known 
as flying cars and cargo drones, while working in partnership with other ecosystem players to 
promote the shared vision of a future in which people use air mobility as a means of transportation 
in their daily lives.  
 
The company’s cargo drones, which can carry payloads of up to 30kg, are currently being used at 
worksites in remote mountainous areas in Japan. SkyDrive is aiming to launch its first air taxi service 
in the Osaka Bay area during the World Expo in 2025, then to other regions as well. 
 
For more information, please visit: https://en.skydrive2020.com/ 
 
 
 

http://www.falconaviation.ae/
https://en.skydrive2020.com/
https://en.skydrive2020.com/

